VIRGINIA: IN THE TOWN OF STUART

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING DOGS
FROM RUNNING AT LARGE

THAT WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing as to a proposed ordinance prohibiting
dogs from running at large within the Town limits was duly published on September 5 and
September 12, 2001, in The Enterprise, a newspaper of general circulation in Patrick County,
Virginia; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with said notice, a public hearing was held during a regular

meeting of the Council of the Town of Stuart, Virginia, on September 19, 2001, at 7:30 p.m. at

the Town Office; and N
WHEREAS, present were Mayor James C. McHone, presiding; Vice Mayor Edd

Martin, and Councilors Hiatt, Gunter, Staples, and Clark; and

WHEREAS, upon motion to adopt said Ordinance by Céuncilor Clark, seconded by
Vice-Mayor Martin, the following vote was recorded:

AYE: Martin, Gunter, and Clark.

NAY: Hiatt and Staples.

THEREFORE, the following ordinance was duly adopted:

L. Definitions. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following words and phrases

shall have the meanings ascribed to them by this section, unless otherwise indicated to the

contrary:
A. Animal Control Officer. Any person so designated by the County of Patrick

or by the Town of Stuart, and any other conservator of the peace having jurisdiction in Patrick
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County.

B. Dog. Any canine or canine crossbreed.

C. Owner. Every person having a right of property 1n a dog, or who keeps or
harbors a dog, or who has a dog in his care, or who acts as a custodian of a dog, or who
permits a dog to remain on or about any premises occupied by him. In the case of a minor

who owns, keeps, harbors or acts as custodian of a dog, the parent or parents or other lawful

guardian of such minor shall be deemed to be the owner of the dog.

D. Running at Large. A dog shall be deemed to run at large while roaming,

running, or self-hunting off the property of its owner or custodian and not under its owner’s or

custodian’s immediate control. 7

E. Gender of pronouns. For the purposes of this Ordinance, any pronoun

denoting a gender, such as “him,” “her,” “his,” or “hers,” shall be ﬁeemed to include both
genders.

IL. A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or harborer of any dog to allow, cause or
permit such dog to run at large, at any time, within the Town, even though such dog is both

lawfully licensed and vaccinated.

B. A violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor.

III. ~ A. Any animal control officer shall have the authority to enforce this Ordinance

by the issuance of summonses to the owners of dogs running at large in the presence of the

officer.
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B. Any animal contr(?f officer shall have the authority to catch and confine in
the county animal shelter any dog found running at large in the presence of the officer. Such
officer shall make every reasonable effort to determine the ownership of any dog so confined
if the dog has an identifying collar, tag, license, or tattooed identification or electronic implant,
and to notify the owner of its whereabouts. Such officer shall make a reasonable effort within

forty-eight (48) hours of the animal’s confinement to notify any owner who may be readily

identified of such confinement.

C. Any dog confined in the county animal shelter under this ordinance may be
claimed by the rightful owner after displaying a current dog license.

D. An owner claiming his animal pursuant to subsggtion C above shall be
required at such time to pay the actual expense incurred by the County of Patrick in keeping
the animal confined. The County shall be entitled to establish a sg':andard per diem rate for

such confinement. Such payment shall be made to the custodial officer or other person

designated at the county animal shelter at the time of the release of the dog.

E. Any dog confined pursuant to this section shall be kept for a period of not
less than five (5) days commencing on the day immediately following the day such dog is
initially confined, unless sooner claimed by its rightful owner or unless such owner has
surrendered all property rights in such animal, before it may be disposed of.

F. In addition to any other penalties, sanctions, or costs imposable under this
Ordinance, any animal control officer shall further be authorized to charge a pickup fee for any
dog caught and confined hereunder. Such fees shall not exceed $20.00 for a first offense,

$35.00 for a second offense, and $50.00 for a third offense. Such fee shall be paid by the
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owner of such confined dog at the time such dog is claimed from the county animal shelter. If
such dog is unclaimed, the pickup fee shall constitute a civil debt owed to the jurisdiction
employing the animal control officer, and may be enforced against such owner by assessment

by the court upon a conviction hereunder, or by separate civil warrant.

IV. Any prosecution or conviction hereunder shall not preclude prosecution or

conviction under the Town Dangerous/Vicious Dog Ordinance or under the Town Animal

Nuisance Ordinance, if enacted.

ADOPTED as aforesaid this 19™ day of September, 2001, and denominated as

Ordinance No. 01 — 02.

@zm E Withos

James C. McHone, Mayor

Attest:

“Susan C. Slate, Town Clerk
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VIRGINIA: IN THE TOWN OF STUART

AN AMENDMENT TO THE

ORDINANCE PROHIBITING DOGS
FROM RUNNING AT LARGE

THAT WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing as to a proposed amendment to
Ordinance 01-02, prohibiting dogs from running at large, was duly published on November 14,
2001, in The Enterprise, a newspaper of general circulation in Patrick County, Virginia; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with said notice, a public hearing was held during a regular
meeting of the Council of the Town of Stuart, Virginia, on November 21, 2001, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Town Office; and

WHEREAS, present were Mayor James C. McHone, presi&iﬁg, Vice Mayor Edd
Martin, and Councilors Betty Clark, Bill Gunter, and James Staplqs;,and

WHEREAS, upon motion to adopt said amendment by Vice Mayor Martin, seconded
by Councilor Clark, the following vote was recorded: |

AYE: Martin, Clark, and Gunter .

NAY: Staples.

THEREFORE, the Ordinance Prohibiting Dogs from Running at Large was amended
to include, on page 4 thereof, an additional section as follows:

V. This ordinance shall become effective at 12:01 a.m. on March 1, 2002.

ADOPTED as aforesaid this 21* day of November, 2001.

. Wt o

James C. McHone, Mayor

Attest:




Susah C. Slaie, Tov;n Clerk




